
Review of reporting requirements  

Directed to Parties 

16.43 Parties should: 

  a) submit the report for 2013-2014 using the revised format agreed at the 65th meeting of 
the Standing Committee (SC65) for reporting under the provisions of Article VIII, 
paragraph 7 (b), of the Convention; and 

  b) submit a special report by 30 June 2014, using a format provided by the Secretariat, 
which provides statistical information for the calendar year 2013 on: administrative 
measures (e.g. fines, bans, suspensions) imposed for CITES-related violations; 
significant seizures, confiscations and forfeitures of CITES specimens; criminal 
prosecutions or other court actions; and disposal of confiscated specimens.  

Directed to the Standing Committee 

16.44 The Standing Committee, with the assistance of its Working Group on Special Reporting 
Requirements and the Secretariat, shall undertake the following actions at its 65th meeting 
or, if necessary, its 66th meeting (SC65 and SC66): 

  a) adopt a revised format for reporting under Article VIII, paragraph 7 (b) and ensure 
distribution of the revised format through a Notification to the Parties; 

  b) review identified special reporting requirements and the results of related reviews 
undertaken by the Animals and Plants Committees in accordance with Decision 16.45; 

  c) assess whether each special reporting requirement identified in paragraph b) above is 
still current and valid, or whether it is outdated or otherwise unnecessary and can be 
considered for deletion, taking account of advice from the Animals and Plants 
Committees as appropriate; 

  d) consider how best to assist Parties with the preparation and submission of national 
reports, including the opportunities offered for using information technology to capture 
information using online or electronic report formats; 

  e) consider appropriate means for collecting statistical information on illegal trade through 
the annual report, taking into account the data fields contained in the INTERPOL 
Ecomessage or other relevant reporting formats; 

  f) consider the linkages between the CITES Strategic Vision, and its indicators, and the 
Aichi Targets, including how best to report CITES input to achieve the Strategic Plan for 
Biodiversity 2011-2020, its Aichi Targets and related global biodiversity indicators;  

  g) consider whether any CITES Strategic Vision indicators should be amended, deleted or 
added;  

  h) provide advice to the Secretariat on the publication of the outcomes resulting from 
implementation of the CITES Strategic Vision indicators; and  

  i) prepare a report for the 17th meeting of the Conference of the Parties on the results of 
this work and its future recommendations, if any. 

Directed to the Animals and Plants Committees 

16.45 The Animals and Plants Committees, with the assistance of the Standing Committee 
Working Group on Special Reporting Requirements and the Secretariat, shall undertake the 
following actions at their 27th meeting (AC27) and 21st meeting (PC21), respectively: 

  a) review the special reporting requirements identified by the Standing Committee Working 
Group on Special Reporting Requirements which relate to animals and plants, 
respectively; 

  b) assess whether any of these reporting requirements are still current and valid, or 
whether they are outdated or otherwise unnecessary and can be considered for 
deletion; and 



  c) advise the Standing Committee Working Group on Special Reporting Requirements of 
the results of the review and assessments mentioned in paragraphs a) and b) above, in 
a timely manner, so that it can provide a collated report on valid reporting requirements 
for the 65th meeting of the Standing Committee (SC65). 

Directed to the Secretariat 

16.46 The Secretariat shall: 

  a) continue to collaborate with the Secretariats of other conventions, UNEP and other 
bodies in order to facilitate the harmonization of knowledge management and 
streamlining of reporting, including ways to reduce the burden of reporting on Parties; 

  b) identify potential financial and other resources for publishing the outcomes resulting 
from implementation of the CITES Strategic Vision and its indicators; 

  c) support the work of the Standing Committee and the Animals and Plants Committees, 
including their efforts to ensure that the graphic presentation of information on 
implementation of the CITES Strategic Vision indicators is published on the CITES 
website by the end of 2015 and then updated as resources allow, and as new 
information becomes available; 

  d) develop a special report format for use by Parties under Decision 16.43 to provide 
statistical information for the calendar year 2013 on: administrative measures (e.g. fines, 
bans, suspensions) imposed for CITES-related violations; significant seizures, 
confiscations and forfeitures of CITES specimens; criminal prosecutions or other court 
actions; and disposal of confiscated specimens; 

  e) collate for the 66th meeting of the Standing Committee a list of the currently valid 
reporting requirements under the Convention and advise on appropriate mechanisms 
for their implementation; and  

  f) report at the 65th and 66th meetings of Standing Committee and at the 17th meeting of 
the Conference of the Parties on the results of this work. 

 


