National laws for implementation of the Convention

Directed to Parties

16.33

16.34

16.35

By the 66th meeting of the Standing Committee (SC66), Parties whose legislation is in
Category 2 or 3 under the National Legislation Project and which have been party to the
Convention for more than five years as of March 2013 should submit to the Secretariat, in
one of the working languages of the Convention, appropriate measures that have been
adopted for effective implementation of the Convention.

For any Party affected by Decision 16.33 that has been party to the Convention for less than
20 years, should exceptional circumstances prevent them from adopting appropriate
measures for effective implementation of the Convention, that Party should advise the
Secretariat in writing of those exceptional circumstances by SC66.

Parties whose legislation is in Category 1 under the National Legislation Project are
encouraged to provide technical or financial assistance to one or more Parties whose
legislation is in Category 2 or 3 under the National Legislation Project.

Directed to the Standing Committee

16.36

16.37

The Standing Committee shall review at its 65th, 66th and 67th meetings the progress of
Parties in adopting appropriate measures for effective implementation of the Convention.

At its 66th meeting, the Standing Committee shall recommend a suspension of commercial
trade in specimens of CITES-listed species with those Parties affected by Decision 16.33
that have failed to adopt appropriate measures for the effective implementation of the
Convention. This recommendation shall take effect 60 days after the conclusion of SC66.
Should exceptional circumstances prevent any Party affected by Decision 16.33 that has
been party to the Convention for less than 20 years from enacting legislation by SC66, the
Standing Committee shall review the situation and determine appropriate measures for
addressing it. Any Party affected by Decision 16.33 that has been party to the Convention
for 20 years or more and has failed to adopt appropriate measures or agree an appropriate
legislative timetable with the Secretariat by SC66 will be subject to recommendations to
suspend trade. The Standing Committee will not make recommendations to suspend trade
where a Party has submitted its final draft or an appropriate legislative timetable to the
Secretariat by the SC66 deadline and it is pending action from the Secretariat.

Directed to the Secretariat

16.38

The Secretariat shall:

a) compile and analyse the information submitted by Parties on measures adopted before
the 17th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (CoP17) to fulfil the requirements laid
down in the text of the Convention and Resolution Conf. 8.4 (Rev. CoP15);

b) subject to external funding, provide legal advice and assistance to Parties on the
development of appropriate measures for effective implementation of the Convention,
including legislative guidance for and training of CITES authorities, legal drafters,
policymakers, the judiciary, parliamentarians and other relevant government officials
responsible for the formulation and adoption of CITES-related legislation;

c) cooperate, in the provision of legislative assistance, with the legal programmes of
United Nations bodies and intergovernmental organizations, such as the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, UNEP, the World Bank and regional
development banks, as well as regional organizations such as the Africa, Caribbean
and Pacific Secretariat, the Amazon Cooperation Treaty Organization, the Association
of South East Asian Nations, the League of Arab States, the Organization of American
States and the Pacific Regional Environment Programme;

d) report at the 65th, 66th and 67th meetings of the Standing Committee on Parties’
progress in adopting appropriate measures for effective implementation of the
Convention and, if necessary, recommend the adoption of appropriate compliance
measures, including recommendations to suspend trade;



identify for the Standing Committee any countries that require attention as a priority
under the National Legislation Project; and

report at CoP17 on progress made with regard to the implementation of Resolution
Conf. 8.4 (Rev. CoP15) and Decisions 16.33-16.38.



